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Boots on the Ground for
Heroes Memorial

-

In 2016, Operation Stand Down RI launched the Boots on the
Ground for Heroes Memorial. Each boot represents the life of a
U.S. Service Member Killed in Action, post 9-11, during the Global
War on Terror.

The placard attached to each boot displays the name and photo of
the fallen along with biographical information, military branch,
rank and circumstances of death. The Memorial is updated yearly to
incorporate additional U.S. service members killed in the ongoing
Global War on Terror.

The boots, adorned by the name placards, are alphabetized and
organized by State and U.S. Territories. This allows those with a
personal connection to locate a specific fallen hero’s boot. Many
times, family, friends and comrades of the fallen can be seen
solemnly viewing a particular boot and leaving a memento. Since its
inception, tens of thousands of visitors from all over the U.S. have
visited during the annual display over Memorial Day Weekend.

For the first three years the Memorial was displayed at Roger
Williams Park in Providence. In 2019, the Memorial found a new
home at Fort Adams in Newport. Sponsorships and individual
donations support the upkeep and display of the Memorial and the
year-round mission of Operation Stand Down Rhode Island to
assist local veterans.



The Invisible Scars of War
Monument

The Invisible Scars of War Monument is placed
alongside the Soldier's Cross. It serves as a physical
remembrance of Service Members who took their own
lives. These men and women bore the invisible scars of
war and ultimately succumbed to them. It is our hope
that this simple but important monument serves not just
as a reminder of their sacrifice, but also brings
awareness to the emotional trauma many of our Service
Members and Veterans battle each day.

If you are a Service Member or Veteran in Crisis or
know someone who is, please connect with the Veterans
Crisis Line to reach caring and qualified responders with
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

OSDRI and the Boots on the Ground for Heroes Memorial extends a
special thank you to Mark Brown who dedicated hundreds of hours

designing and constructing the Invisible Scars of War Monument and
the Battlefield Cross.



Coins Left on Boots

Leaving a coin on a boot is a way we can honor
those who have laid down their lives in service of
our nation. It lets the family of the deceased
Soldiers know that somebody has stopped by and
paid their respects.

Leaving a PENNY simply means you visited and
paid your respects and thanked the veteran for their
service.

Leaving a NICKEL means that you and the
deceased trained at basic training together.

Leaving a DIME means you served with the
deceased.

Leaving a QUARTER means that you were there
when the deceased was killed.

No matter what the original intention of the coin-
leaver may be, it seems clear that a coin left is a
symbol of remembrance and respect.

If you see coins in the field please leave them where
they lie.



Battlefield Cross

This “Soldier’s Cross” or “Battlefield Cross” has its origins dating to
the Civil War. When Soldiers were hastily buried between battles, the
rifle was stabbed into the ground to mark their final resting place.
Anything which identified the fallen was placed on the rifle so others
would know who eternally rested there. Today, service members on
the battlefield often are unable to attend the funerals of their fallen
brothers and sisters in arms, so the Battlefield Cross or Soldier’s Cross
is placed in honor of those who have perished, as a way to pay their
last respects.

The Rifle: The rifle, bayonet affixed, is the most important tool to a
United States fighting man or woman. It is the core to their livelihood
and key to their survival. It is thrust into the ground signifying that
the one being remembered died in battle, fighting to the end. It also
signifies that the battle is over when the rifle is left this way.

The Boots: The boots carry a service member through the fight for our
freedom. They are the first and most important means of
transportation. The boots are placed at the base of the rifle. They are
worn and dirty reminding us of that final march to that last battle.

Dog Tags: Dog tags are worn by each service member. Imprinted into
them is all of the most important identifying information regarding
that individual. The dog tags are hung from the rifle, so that the name
of the fallen will never be forgotten.

The Helmet: The helmet is an important piece of protection on the
battlefield. Some believe that the hat or helmet of the individual
represents what that person stood for; and so the helmet is placed on
top of the rifle signifying that the battle is over and that a great
sacrifice has been made. It will never be worn again.

The Soldier’s Cross or Battlefield Cross...stands in tribute and
memory as we honor, we remember, and we never forget...



//  Fort Adams History ~ \\

Fort Adams is the largest costal fortification in the United States. Fort
Adams was built between 1824-1857 and was active through WWII. Designed
to mount 468 cannons and house 2,400 troops, it commands the entrance to
Newport Harbor and the Narragansett Bay.

Fort Adams provides a visual record of military history from the 1820’s to the
end of World War II. Originally intended to protect the entrance to
Narragansett Bay, Fort Adams was successfully adapted to changing military
technology and tactics and ultimately became the command center during
World War II for a system of artillery emplacements, harbor barriers, and
other costal defenses for a sector stretching from Long Island to Martha’s
Vineyard. That the Fort was never attacked can be directly attributed to the
formidability of its design.

Fort Adams was designed to defend against both land and sea attack. Three
tiers of cannon to protect the East Passage of Narragansett Bay and extensive
earthworks provided protection from land assault. The walls were erected
from granite shipped by schooner from Maine, and shale quarried on site, as
well as brick believed to have been made from clay obtained within Rhode
Island.

Today you can visit Fort Adams for a self-guided tour to see the 6.5 acre
parade ground which includes the Officer’s quarters and some of the original
cannons. The guided tours visit the underground listening tunnels and the
outer works of the Fort. Fort Adams State Park is free and open to the public
year round with a 2.5 mile bay walk that encircles the park and the
Eisenhower House.

FORT ADAMS
AND THE FORT ADAMS TRUST
\ Visit fortadams.org for more information /




Rhode Island Fallen Heroes

SPC Michael Andrade, Army National Guard
CPT Matthew J. August, Army
SGT Gregory A. Belanger, Army Reserves
SGT Charles T. Caldwell, Army National Guard
SSG Joseph Camara, Army National Guard
CPT Christopher S. Cash, Army
LCpl Holly A. Charette, Marine Corps
PFC Kyle J. Coutu, Marine Corps
2LT Matthew S. Coutu, Army
MSG Richard L, Ferguson, Army
SGT Dennis J. Flanagan, Army
PS3 Ronald A. Gill, Jr., Coast Guard
SGT Moises Jazmin, Army
SSG Dale James Kelly Jr.; Army National Guard
SFC Curtis Mancini; Army Reserve
SSG Timothy Raymond McGill, Army
1SG Peter A. McKenna Jr., Army
SGT Michael F. Paranzino, Army
SSG Christopher S. Potts, Army National Guard
SPC Dennis C. Poulin, Army
SGT Brian R. St. Germain, Marine Corps
LCpl Nickolas D. Schiavioni, Marine Corps
LCpl Matthew K. Serio, Marine Corps
CWS5 Sharon T. Swartworth, Army
LCpl Abraham Tarwoe, Marine Corps
LTJG Francis L. Toner IV (4th), Navy
LCpl John J. Van Gyzen (guy-zen) IV (4t"), Marine Corps
SGT Dennis P. Wiechel, Jr., Army National Guard
SGT Michael R. Weidemann, Army



Thank you to all board members for their hard work
and dedication.

Boots on the Ground Board Members:

Dee DeQuattro, Esq. - President
Erik B. Wallin, Esq. - Vice President & Treasurer
Tony DeQuattro - Director & OSDRI President
Lynn St.Germain-Lundh - Director
Tim Ruel - Director

Thanks to OSDRI staff
and volunteers who
dedicated countless hours
of support!
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As a family owned company since 1958,

Seasons Corner Market values have never
changed: quality, community and family.
These values stem from Mario Coletta,
Seasons Corner Market founder and a
Korean War Veteran, with a strong work
ethic and huge heart. We pride ourselves
in continuing his legacy while serving
our community.

Sepsons Corner Market is progd
17 %/(0/" our Zﬁaw Service members.

Mario Coletta: Korean War Veteran & SeasonsCornerMarket.com
founder of Seasons Corner Market WABIT LI n@@




IGT is a Proud Supporter of

Operation Stand Down RI

Military Veterans:IGT
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Powering Our Communities
With Energy That
Moves Us Forward
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Dave's

7'591‘ marketplace

Better Food Better Service

Proud
to
Support

ON THE

Thauk you for all you do!

www.davesmarketplace.com

Flood Ford is a Proud Sponsor of
Operation Stand Down RI

FLOOD FORD - 401.884.4000
2545 South County Trail
East Greenwich, Rl 02818



Mayor & Mrs.
Charles
Lombardi:
"Thank you
for all you do!"

The
Tilley
Family
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Riverhead Building Supply is a Proud Sponsor of
Boots on the Ground for Heroes

u RIVER*AD rbscorp.com
DI

BUILDING suppLy 1-800-874-9500
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ﬁ‘@ BROWN MEDICINE
@y BROWN PHYSICIANS, INC.

Honoring Those
Who Se rved Brown Medicine is ohe

of the largest ‘nonprofit,

by Proudly Supporting the academic,  multi-specialty

. medical groups in Rhode
Boots on the Ground Memorial Island with practice loca~
tions in Providence and the

surrounding communities.
brownmed.org g
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We are Proud to Support the Boots on : BAN(RI

the Ground for Heroes Memorial display. BANKRHODEISLAND COM
866-422-6574

Marter FOK




STEFANQO'S EUROPEAN
BARBER SHOP

& 245 Rochambeau Avenue &
S Providence, B
A4 401-621-9168. v

2nd Generation Barber @\@ Veteran Owned & Operated

Proudly supporting Operation Stand Down RI
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We're working to ensure Rhode Islanders have
what they need to lead healthy lives.

Rhode Island @ Blue g'r‘os(s’
Py Bl iel
Rising. i1 ) e



DWYER HARDWOODS

REMEMBER AND HONOR
Aunaal Convoy lo Bools onlhe
“‘Ai,tw 2024
Bottaro —

(401) 777-7777
Dear Veterans,

We are honored to celebrate with -

you on this special occasion.

Your friends,

N Attorney Mike Bottaro & Team T



@ CORPORATE @ TEAMS Q@ FIRST RESPONDERS
Let us help YOU make an IMPACT!

@ EMBROIDERY

!m”aa’ @ SCREEN PRINTING

@ SAFETY/ANSI
BRAND+MARKETING

101-333-4472 @ ONLINE STORES
30 Industrial Road, Cumberland, RI 02864 < SIGNS & BANNERS

iuseimpact.com © iuseimpact © iuseimpact < PROMO PRODUCTS

| anl
]!ill..l =RE

Gear for Americas Bravest!

* Celebrating 225 Years!

WASHINGTON
TRUST"

What we value is you.”



PROUD TO SUPPORT
Operation Stand
Down RI




Thank you to our media sponsors for your
continued support!

e

TurnTo10.com

coust @ (94 HIY_

®

iHeart
RADIO

Thank you to our in-kind supporters!

I€ is what it is...

Thank you to our friends at McBride's Pub for their support year-round!



/ Boots on the Ground Supporters \
In Memory of Army Captain Roland J. Bettez Jr

Rhode Island Troopers Association
Synergy Metals Recycling
Johnson & Wales University
McBride’s Pub
Senator Whitehouse
Narragansett Bow Hunters
Citizens Bank
Coastall Credit Union
Veterans Brotherhood VMC
One Rhode Island Consulting LLC
Continuum Care Hospice and Pallative Care
SENSATA

Thank you for your support and dedication

to Boots on the Ground & veterans in need. /

\\




Patriot Supporters

LIUNA Laborers' Local 610
Grey Sail Brewing & South County Distillers
Elite Auto Repair, Inc.
McGrath Clambakes and Catering

Congressman Gabe Amo

ON THE

SIRIEIUNIISE

FOR HEROES

Thank you for your support and dedication
to Boots on the Ground & veterans in need.



DONATE HERE

Donations support the Boots on the Ground for Heroes Memorial
and Operation Stand Down Rhode Island =

Scan to Use
Credit Card




